In September 2004, the H. N. and Frances C. Berger Foundation made a $3.4million grant to the Corporation for Education Network Initiatives in California to extend the optical fiber backbone of their California Research & Education Network (CalREN) through the Coachella Valley.
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CalREN is a high-performance Internet network designed and dedicated for the California research and education community.  Its connectivity penetrates into all 58 of California’s counties and provides the vast majority of the state’s K-20 educational institutions with state-of-the-art high-bandwidth connectivity to one another and to the world, and enabling the best of global research collaboration and the most innovative forms of distance and collaborative education for California’s research and education community.
With this grant, the CalREN backbone was extended with over 400 miles of new optical fiber, establishing new backbone hub sites at UC Riverside, CSU San Bernardino’s Palm Desert Campus, and El Centro.  The first educational institutions to receive new high-performance, broadband connectivity are the College of the Desert, CSU San Bernardino’s Palm Desert Campus, and UC Riverside’s Palm Desert Graduate Center.  With the new extremely high-bandwidth connection, UC Riverside’s Palm Desert Graduate Center is completely transparently connected to the main UCR Campus 65 miles away.  CSU San Bernardino’s Palm Desert campus uses their high-bandwidth connection to facilitate its nursing program, addressing a critical healthcare shortage in California in the process.  College of the Desert plans to use their high-bandwidth connection to blanket their campus with wireless connectivity for faculty, students, and staff, to webcast campus events, and to integrate cutting-edge technology with their educational programs via podcasting, videoconferencing, and Video on Demand.
In all cases, the institutions are now able to collaborate on a global scale not only with the rest of California but with other research and educational institutions worldwide on other international networks to which CalREN connects.

CalREN is designed, operated, and maintained by the Corporation for Education Network Initiatives in California (CENIC), a nonprofit corporation created by the state’s education community to obtain cost-effective, high-bandwidth networking to support their missions and answer the needs of their faculty, staff, and students.  You can learn more at www.cenic.org.
